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“The focus of the campaign is bringing awareness to the brain injuries resulting from intimate partner 
violence,” says Sandi Lougheed, Chair of the Canadian Royal Purple’s Charity Initiatives Committee, “but 
the full focus of the week has even more impact. The statistics tell us one in three women in Canada 
have encountered IPV in their lifetime. For some the bruises go away, but the resulting brain injuries last 
a lifetime. We all need to stop the violence.” 

The Northern (BC) Brain injury Association takes on the topic, “Brain injury claims thousands of times 
more victims every year than all the flu and cold viruses combined, yet brain injury nationally receives 
far less funding than Nova Scotia spends annually on flu vaccinations.  All misconceptions aside, every 
single hour, twenty Canadians will suffer a brain injury. The horrifying reality is that 90% of all of those 
injuries would never have happened to begin with, if we had simply invested money into education and 
prevention, because the only known cure for brain injury is prevention.” 

As a volunteer organization, the Canadian Royal Purple’s cause is brain injury awareness and prevention. 
With this understanding, members of the Canadian Royal Purple have combined events of advocacy, 
caring for the survivors, fund raising and education into all the events featured during the week called 
Purple Thursday x 7. An important partner and advocate in this year’s campaign is the Canadian Centre 
for IPV-BI in Ontario. 

“We will start the week with an information blitz with regular and social media, followed by two 
education symposiums – one focusing on the leading research into IPV on Wednesday, followed on 
Friday by an eye-opening webinar from Canada’s shelters,” outlines Lougheed, “and the leading event of 
the week is the delivery of over 5000 Purple Care Bags to Canada’s shelters. The women, children and 
men who flee intimate partner violence often come to the shelters with no personal possessions. Our 
Care bags are filled with those items, toys, books, calendars and most of the basics for their next day.” 

“Our volunteers give the public an opportunity to support this important cause. The week features 
numerous local events, donation boxes, an online auction, posters, flags, lawn signs, media 
opportunities – all dedicated to bringing this cause of brain injury to an end.” concludes Lougheed. 
“Contact the website: purplethursdayx7.org  or a local Royal Purple to add your support. You will make a 
difference.” 

Contact: Sandi Lougheed, Beechy SK blackstrap99@yahoo.com, 306-859-7563, Chair of the Canadian 
Royal Purple’s Charitable Initiatives Committee 
Angie Smith, Dauphin, Manitoba, Co-Chair dauphinroyalpurple@gmail.com 431-738-8948 
Fran Bayliss, Virden, Mb frangb@mymts.net, 204-748-2001, National President, Canadian Royal Purple 
Joanne Edwards, Espanola, ON jojo8280@gmail.com, Director, Canadian Royal Purple Society 
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